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taught it as they should be. Therefore the details of the life of Jesus cannot be verified. They are full of discrepancies and inaccuracies. The different accounts do not agree, and there is a general want of any clearness.
A still deeper source of error to the uncritical listener to such records is the picturesque and figurative method of expression, the materialisation of the abstract into the concrete. The narrators have no means of expressing such abstractions as thought, idea, temptation, and so on. The words do not exist in their language. In the time of the Roman Empire Latin* had no words for any abstraction, and if the Romans wanted to philosophise they had to borrow Greek words. If this was the case with the language of the world's capital, what could have been the language of these peasants of Galilee and Judaea, who made the traditions out of which the three synoptical Gospels are composed ? Aramaic is a very poor language and has hardly any abstract words at all. Therefore in speaking of any difficult subject they had to use the language of figure. This is the tongue in which all the sacred books of the world are written, a very forcible and living tongue, and absolutely clear to those who knew it. Therefore they call a true thought an angel of God; Gabriel, for instance, the archangel mentioned in the Bible, and who dictated the Koran to Mohammed, is simply Truth. Again,
152